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Message from the dean
This year we are celebrating 95 years (since 1919) of nursing and 15 years (since 1999) at 
Illinois State University! I remember I began my position as dean of this wonderful college 
the year of the 90/10 anniversary. I cannot believe all of the wonderful changes that have 
happened in five short years. We have had a big year as we completed the first year of the 
Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) at Illinois State. We will also be welcoming five new full-
time faculty this fall. 

You may have heard of the changes at the University level. I’m thrilled Larry Dietz was 
named Illinoi State’s 19th president this past March. Provost Sheri Noren Everts was named 
chancellor at Appalachian State in North Carolina. (There will be a national search this 
fall for a new provost.) President Dietz asked me to serve as interim provost until the new 
provost is named, and I officially began that role on July 1. I am honored to help serve this 
incredible university. In this interim period, I appointed H. Catherine Miller as MCN’s act-
ing dean. I am confident in our administrators, faculty and staff that MCN will continue to 
thrive. 

Our Nursing Simulation Lab (NSL) con-
tinues to draw interest from political leaders, 
alumni and donors. We hosted Senator Dick 
Durbin and members of his staff last July. 
Congressman Rodney Davis and his wife, 
Shannon (who is a nurse!), visited in March. 
The NSL was at the maximum capacity this 
past year with our increased enrollment and 
increased utilization of the lab. NSL staff have 
been incredible with all of the traffic that 
continues to go through the building. I would 
like to thank Jenn Mool, Isaac Akins, graduate 
assistants and lab assistants for all of their hard 
work to ensure our lab maintains the highest 
quality for teaching our future nurses. 

The first floor of Edwards Hall has been 
renovated to facilitate more faculty offices and 
also the Office of Student and Faculty Services. 

We plan to move faculty and staff who were relocated to the Uptown Crossing 
building back to Edwards Hall by the end of summer. 

One of the best things about my job is meeting MCN alumni and friends. 
Development Director Jenny Ward and I have had several alumni connections this 
past year. We also had our first student/alumni Mix and Mentor event in Naper-
ville in April, and that was a huge success. I was also honored to visit former 
President of Mennonite Hospital and MCN board trustee Bill Dunn last summer 
in Washington. I went with a camcorder in hand and recorded hours of conversa-
tion about the history of this fabulous college. We will be compiling his stories for 
our 100th anniversary, which is only five years away. Can you believe that?! We 
are already planning for a yearlong celebration in 2019. If you have stories and 
photos you would be willing to share, please see page 19 for more information 
about this project. 

We are dedicated to educate exceptionally well prepared nurses who will lead 
to improve health outcomes locally and globally. We could not do this without 
your strong faith and generous support. 

Janet Krejci, Ph.D., RN, NEA-BC
Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

Dean Janet Krejci

Senator Durbin visits Nursing Simulation Lab

Bill Dunn and Janet Krejci
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Celebrating MCN’s 95th anniversary 
There was a vision 95 years ago to establish for nurses a training school that would be recognized as one of the best in 
the nation. Mennonite Sanitarium Training School was founded on January 23, 1919. The vision continues today at Illi-
nois State University’s Mennonite College of Nursing (MCN), where the long and rich history of values, education and 
service remains strong. 

The first graduating class in 1922 had 15 students. Elva 
(Cullers) Carr was one of those graduates. In the book The 
Passing of the Flame, Carr talked about the uniforms students 
wore— a plain blue dress, black shoes with ties, black hose, 
and a napkin ring. Her first year of nursing school cost $75. 
The head nurses and surgical supervisors were considered fac-
ulty, and doctors provided evening lectures. At the first com-
mencement, Reverend Troyer gave each graduate a bible. 

Carr held several nursing positions after graduation and 
was always proud of her association with the Mennonite Hos-
pital School of Nursing. At the time she was interviewed for 
the book, Mennonite School of Nursing was in transition of 
changing from a diploma school to a College of Nursing. “My 
school was a good school in its day, and I am very proud that 
my school will now be the College of Nursing,” Carr stated. 
While she died in 1992 at the age of 96, her spirit of working 
hard as a nursing student and from the first graduating class 
continues in our students today. 

There is so much history that two history books have been written. The Passing of the Flame covers 1919-1985, and 
The Flame Burns Brightly includes the important era from 1985-1995. There are plans to create another history book for 
the 100th anniversary in 2019.  Following are just a few of the college’s highlights prior to joining ISU.

1920: Florence Burgess became the first superintendent.

1925:  Training extended from two to three years, resulting in no graduating class in 
1926.

1930: The board voted to require a four-year high school education for admission.

1945: The board approved the first student scholarship.

1946: Troyer Memorial Nurses’ Home was dedicated.

1963: The first male student graduated.

1969: The admissions and financial aid offices were established.

1980: Kathleen Hogan became director.

1982:  William Dunn publicly announced the establishment of Mennonite College of  
Nursing.

1985:  The last graduation ceremony for diploma students was held, as the first degrees from Mennonite College of Nursing 
were awarded. 

1987:  MCN was the first independent college of nursing to be granted initial accreditation by the NLN, which made it retroac-
tive to June 15, 1985.

1988: The honor society had its first induction.

1992: The Candlelighting Ceremony was initiated.

1995: The Master of Science in Nursing Program was approved.  

1999:  Mennonite College of Nursing became the University’s sixth college on  
July 1.

During the past 15 years, the college has increased its undergraduate enroll-
ment, added two sequences to the Master’s Program and created a Doctoral 
Program that includes a Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing and an online Doctor 
of Nursing Practice (D.N.P.), as well as an Accelerated B.S.N. option. This past 
May, the class of 2014 consisted of 101 bachelor’s degrees (including tradition-

First graduating class

Students with “Mrs. Chase”

Current students train with high fidelity simulation
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al, accelerated and online RN/B.S.N. programs); 23 master’s degrees (including Family Nurse Practitioner and online 
Nursing Systems Administration); two Family Nurse Practitioner Post-Master’s Certificates; and four doctoral degrees. 
What started out as a two-year diploma school that initially didn’t even have a building has grown into a respected col-
lege within Illinois’ first public university. 

In 2011, the state-of-art Nursing Simulation Lab (NSL) was opened. The 10,000 square-foot facility provides stu-
dents with real-life situations using high-fidelity patient simulators. Just a little different than when students learned on 
their mannequin patient “Mrs. Chase!”

There were many traditions and celebrations established in the past, and many of those continue today: the Trans-
cultural Experience, Sigma Theta Tau Honor Society, Candlelighting Ceremony, Student Nurse Association, and the 

Mennonite Nurses Alumni Organization. The third floor of Edwards Hall is often referred to 
as the “Hall of History,” as it has displays of scrapbooks, photos, memorabilia and artifacts by 
each decade. There are also cases with old nursing uniforms, a cape and hat from Nurses’ Cadet 
Corps, and the walls are covered with composite photos of each graduating class. 

Instructional Assistant Professor and Transcultural Faculty Advisor Lynn Kennell started her 
career at Mennonite School of Nursing in 1979, and has seen many changes. When asked about 
MCN going from an independent college to joining Illinois State University, Kennell stated, “Ini-
tially the size of ISU was probably the most threatening thing to me. I was afraid we would lose 
our identity and the values and mission we stood for, but we have grown so much since joining 
ISU. We have established ourselves as an important part of the University, and that is indeed 
an exciting thing.”  Kennell also stated how MCN is special because of the bond between stu-
dents and faculty, and the camaraderie among the faculty, staff and administration. “We have an 
incredible commitment to educate students to be the best nurses and nurse leaders in the nation. 
The desire to be a college of integrity with high standards of respect for all persons is one of the 

principles on which we were built. The sense of community and caring that was at the founda-
tion of our college in 1919 continues to live on.”  

Kevin Lee ’87 is in the Accelerated B.S.N. program and will be graduating in August. His 
mother, Bonnie (Carmichael) Lee graduated from the Mennonite Hospital of Nursing in 1956. “I 
was well aware of the history of excellence in nursing education that the Mennonite College of 
Nursing is known for,” the younger Lee said. “In addition, the Mennonite College of Nursing was 
a natural fit for me because of my affiliations with Illinois State University and the Mennonite 
Church. The college was also a special place to me since mom was a graduate.”

Lee talked about how intense the current 15 month Accelerated B.S.N. program is, with just 
a few breaks. However, he recalls his mom talking about when she was a student at Mennonite. 

“Mom tells me that her program took three years to complete with only a 
few week- long breaks. They typically had to work split shifts in the hospital 
from 7-10 a.m., attend class, and then work again from 4-7 p.m. in the hos-
pital. This sounded like a lot of work to me until she told me that her entire 
tuition bill for the three years was, as she remembers, $600!”  

Lee also talked about his mom having fond memories of living in Troyer 
Hall, and working her way down to the lower floors as she advanced in the program. “I did not 
know until recently that her program at that time included a few classes at Illinois State, so she is 
also a Redbird,” he said. “Her mom, my grandmother, was also a student at Illinois State Normal 
University, receiving a teaching certificate in 1926. So we have three generations of history at ISU!”

As time goes on, MCN continues to grow and thrive. “MCN is only five years from celebrating 
100 years of nursing education. I believe we will continue to be a respected institution that chal-
lenges nursing students, from undergraduate to doctoral students, to provide holistic evidence-
based care that is culturally sensitive, compassionate, and 
competent,” Kennell said. “We will continue to advocate for 
vulnerable populations and strive to take a lead in improv-
ing the health care environment in which we work and do 
research. I do hope we will continue to also be celebrative—
affirming the achievements of all those within our community 
and their impact on those whom we serve.”

To celebrate MCN’s 95th anniversary, the college is including a dedication to 
the history at each event in 2014. MCN certainly has been through several changes 
over the past 95 years, but the mission of “creating a dynamic community of learn-
ing to develop exceptionally well prepared nurses who will lead to improve health 
outcomes locally and globally—promoting excellence in teaching, research, service, 
and practice with a focus on the vulnerable and underserved—and being commit-
ted to being purposeful, open, just, caring, disciplined, and celebrative” remains 
strong. 

Lynn Kennell

Kevin Lee pointing to his 
mother’s composite photo 
in Edwards Hall

Troyer Hall

MCN at ISU continues the tradition of being 
celebrative



6   The Flame

MNAO Awards
Distinguished Alumni Award 
Deborah (Finkenbinder) Stenger ’73, B.S.N. ’01, M.S.N. ’06 received the 2014 MNAO Distinguished Alumni Award. She 
received her diploma in 1973, her B.S.N. (RN/BSN program) in 2001, and her M.S.N. in 2006—all from Mennonite Col-

lege of Nursing. She also received a Clinical Nurse Leader certificate in 2008. Stenger was a part 
of the very first transcultural group to travel to Berlin, Germany.  

Stenger’s 40-year work experience reveals a nurse leader who has progressively taken on 
various responsibilities from critical care nurse, charge nurse, supervisor, manager, patient coor-
dination and resources specialist, all at what is currently known as Advocate BroMenn Medical 
Center.   

In 2004 Stenger received the Nursing Leadership Award from BroMenn. Her love for lifelong 
learning resulted in her transitioning into education. She has devoted her time and energy to 
teaching and presenting at her alma mater since 2006.  

Stenger’s accomplishments are numerous and range from planning Evidence Based Practice 
Conferences, to planning and implementing a Guided Imagery Program for Cardiac Surgical 
Patients, to presiding over Sigma Theta Tau International’s Xi Pi Chapter. She has two recent 
journal publications and more than a dozen podium and poster presentations.  

She has been celebrated by employers and her student’s for her exceptional clinical instruction. In addition, Stenger 
offers her time and talents to her church as a teacher and through committee and leadership positions.   

The support she gives back to her alma mater includes her involvement in various committees, attending alumni 
events, and steadfast financial support. She has nearly 30 years of consistent giving to MCN.   

“I was very humbled and honored by this award,” Stenger said. “Mennonite College of Nursing has assisted me in 
constructing a strong foundation to build my nursing career upon. Nursing is more than a career, it is a lifestyle which 
consists of lifelong learning. It shapes every part of who you are and who you become, so having self-awareness is so 
important from the very start in determining if this profession is for you.” 

Early Career Achievement Award
Jaymie (Schmidt) Green, B.S.N. ’06 is the 2014 recipient of the MNAO Early Career Achievement 
Alumni Award. Green graduated summa cum laude from Mennonite College of Nursing with 
her B.S.N. in 2006. She also has certifications for Advanced Cardiovascular Life Support (ACLS), 
Certified Med/Surg Registered (CMSRN) and Basic Life Support (BLS). 

Green is employed at Carle Foundation Hospital. In April 2013, she was promoted to a 
supervisory position and currently oversees two surgical floors. She has also been a preceptor 
on her floor and a key contributor on Carle’s magnet team since 2007. She was a part of a team 
of three that created a premier magnet event at Carle. The event was such a success, they applied to 
present at the National Magnet Conference in 2011.  More than 6,000 nurses were in attendance at the 
conference. They podium presented at one of the concurrent sessions with 900 attendees.

While attending nursing school, Green always saw herself involved in leadership at the bed-
side as a charge nurse and as a champion for the bigger picture. Now as a supervisor, she has an 
opportunity to encourage other bedside leaders to become more involved in the profession.  

When reflecting on her experience at MCN she said, “MCN prepares students differently than other programs. It’s 
more of a professional approach. I felt well-prepared to enter the profession of nursing, not just at the bedside.”

Green is a member of the leadership council at Carle Foundation Hospital; received an award as a Nurse Exemplar; 
and is a member of the DVT (do no harm) team.

“I know my fellow MCN grads are doing great things for the field of nursing and taking great care of their com-
munities,” Green said. “I feel very honored to be selected as the 2014 recipient of the MNAO Early Career Achievement 
Award. The profession of nursing offers so many career opportunities, and MCN prepares you to make nursing what 
you want it to be and take patient care to the next level. In this rapidly changing healthcare environment, I think it is 
important for nurses to always remember it’s the patients we work for, and strive to be excellent for them.”

Deborah Stenger

Jaymie Green
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Service Award 
The 2014 Service Award was presented to John Lawrence for his exceptional service to Mennonite College of Nursing. 
He became acquainted with the college through Heritage Enterprises when his wife, Winifred, was being cared for in its 
Alzheimer’s unit. His family was impressed with the attentiveness and care provided to the patients, and soon discov-
ered the extraordinary involvement of the student nurses from ISU/MCN.  

In 2008 the Lawrence family created a memorial scholarship in memory of Winifred. The 
Winifred G. Lawrence Endowed Memorial Scholarship is given to an outstanding student lead-
er. Lawrence is passionate about mentoring and supporting students and stays connected to his 
scholarship recipients. He has shared his scholarship story through a video, which has been used 
in the college’s publications and is also on the MCN Web site. 

Lawrence volunteers at graduation, attends the SNA Candlelighting Ceremony, college recep-
tions, Homecoming and faculty presentations.  He also volunteered to participate in another 
video project as a “patient” in the Nursing Simulation Lab. The clip aired several times in the 
Chicago area as a 30-second commercial. 

With a passion for education and an understanding of business, Lawrence was appointed to 
the Dean’s Strategy and Planning Council when it was formed in 2010. He remains a member. 
MCN appreciates his thoughts, the wisdom he provides to the college and his enthusiastic pro-
motion of nursing education. 

Spirit of Nursing Award
Susan (Koth) Schwingle, B.S.N. ’87 received the 2014 Spirit of Nursing Award. She completed her 
B.S.N. at Mennonite College of Nursing in 1987 and works for McLean County Unit District Number 5 
as the school nurse at Parkside Junior High and Carlock Elementary.

Schwingle continued her education at Illinois State University and the University of Illinois 
Chicago, completing the School Nurse Certification Program. She holds both national and Illi-
nois certification in the specialty of school nursing.

MCN Associate Professor Mary Dyck experienced as a parent and professional nurse 
the difference Schwingle made in the day-to-day life of Dyck’s daughter. Schwingle identified 

the special health needs of the student early and advised the family how to proactively address 
the needs, developing swift solutions when interventions were required.  

“As a nurse, I was impressed with her ability to facilitate one student’s needs in a large junior high,” Dyck said. “The 
promptness and attention to my concerns and her ability to lead and work within the system to make interventions 
work were exemplary. These skills show her dedication to nursing and outstanding professionalism.”

Schwingle’s principal Dan Lamboley shared that she is “the best nurse I’ve worked with and well-deserving of such 
an award.” 

Chronic illness is widespread among children. According to the University of Michigan, about 15 to 18 percent of 
children in the United States live with a chronic health condition. School-aged children, with the support of family and 
schools, have to manage these conditions as a part of their daily lives.  

Schwingle provides compassionate and individualized care to meet the unique needs of children with chronic ill-
ness issues. She not only cares for each student and their particular needs within the school, but is also educated about 
the many programs outside of the school district. She takes the extra step to ensure that students receive the access and 
benefits of programs available that will improve their health and keep them in school.  

Dental cavities are the most prevalent chronic disease in children. Many children are not able to obtain the dental 
care they need due to cost barriers, a shortage of dental health professionals in their area, or for other reasons. It is not 
surprising that many children and adults end up in the emergency department for treatment of preventable oral and 
dental conditions. “Susan is a true advocate for the children in the schools she serves,” said Sue Albee of the McLean 
County Health Department. “When children need dental services, she calls to arrange appointments. She contacts par-
ents directly to assure they sign permission slips for kids to receive dental exams, cleanings, and dental sealants in the 
school-based program.”  

“When I received the call from Dean Krejci informing me of the award, I was truly shocked and humbled,” Schwing-
le said. “Her kind words rendered me speechless and tearful.”  

Susan Schwingle

John Lawrence
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MNAO Awards and Reunion Banquet 

Class of 1954
 60th reunion—Front row, from left: Joyce (Yoder) Raycraft, 
Erna (Wade) Weatherby, Donna (Oyer) Cripe, Betty (Schaefer) 
Pratt, Jane (Henderson) Solomon, Kathryn (Leatherman) Fer-
guson, Mary Punke. Back row, from left: Marilyn (Kalkwarf) 
Asper, Ruth (Kuerth) Shaffer, Lucille (Maurer) Zimmerman, 
Dolores (Martin) Haberkorn, Phyllis Schieber, June (Jacobs) 
Forbes.

 Class of 1964
50th reunion—Front row, from left: Marilyn (Schnell) Mem-
mer, Carol (Rohde) Hertter, Sharon (Gooding) Kelleher, Becky 
(Jaques) McMahan, Mary (Hangartner) Wiegand, Kathy 
(Traucht) King, Patty (McCully) Fredericks. Back row, from 
left: B. Suzanne (Thielman) Obert, Rachel (Gottschalk) Wilson, 
Janet (Lehman) Tuley, Joanne (Smith) Carley, Stephen Micha-
lovic, Janet (Haag) Robertson.

 Class of 1974
40th reunion—Front row, from left: Donna (Brown) Ander-
son, Diane (Binder) Johner, Jeannine (Rudin) Mariani, Marcia 
(Miller) Pretzer, Judy (Carrithers) Schlueter, Mary Ellen (King) 
Andris, Cynthia (Oswald) Litwiller. Back row, from left: Lu Ann 
(Cramer) Ploense, Ruby (Kleinschmidt) Byrd, Nancy (Holm) 
Petropoulos, Catherine (Carmody) Graham, Jill (Slife) Adsit, 
Pauline (Schweitzer) Sohn, Linda (Meyer) Andris.

Classes of 2009, 2004 and 1984
5th, 10th and 30th reunion—From left: Teresa Novy, Jenifer 
Patton, Suellen (Ott) Kaeb.
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Founders Day celebration and awards
Illinois State University celebrated Founders Day on February 20, 2014. The annual event is a day of celebrations, from 
recognizing employees with milestone years of service to the Bell Ringing Ceremony, STATE Showcase displays, the 
convocation, and an Alumni awards dinner. 

This year Mennonite College of Nursing had representation at several Founders Day events. Bell ringers included 
Associate Director of Technology Isaac Akins ’00, ’10; Assistant Dean of the Undergraduate Programs Dianne Clemens; 
first graduate of the Ph.D. in Nursing program Kari Hickey, Ph.D. ’13; Mennonite College of Nursing President Emerita 
Kathleen Hogan, M.S. ’72, Ed.D. ’85; Professor Caroline Mallory; and Clinical Practice Coordinator Nanette Marx.

Each year Illinois State’s Alumni Association proud-
ly recognizes individuals who personify the University’s 
tradition as an environment for excellence. There are 
five award categories, including the E. Burton Mercier 
Alumni Service Award. It recognizes alumni who have 
done outstanding volunteer service and made contri-
butions to Illinois State or the Alumni Association; or 
undertaken significant volunteer efforts in service to the 
community, state, country, or for an important social 
cause. President Emerita Kathleen Hogan represented 
MCN as a 2014 recipient of this award. 

Hogan served MCN for 
30 years. She provided vision 

and leadership as a professor, course chairperson, director of the Mennonite Hospital School 
of Nursing, founding dean of the college, and president and CEO of the Mennonite College of 
Nursing for nine years until her retirement in July 1999. Hogan remains actively engaged with 
the college, university, and community. After the Bell Ringing Ceremony, the college held a spe-
cial luncheon to honor Hogan. Several faculty, staff, family members, and friends attended. 

Another honor presented during the convocation was the University Research Initiative 
Award. It is presented to faculty who have initiated a promising research agenda early in their 
academic careers and within their first five years at Illinois State. MCN Assistant Professor 
MyoungJin Kim was one of the recipients. Since his appointment, Kim has authored 12 articles 
in refereed journals, published a statistics textbook for advance-practice nurses, given 24 nation-
al and international refereed presentations, and been an investigator or co-investigator on nearly 
$100,000 of external- and internal-funded research projects.

The Williams Outstanding Tech-
nology Service Award recognizes an 
academic professional or civil service 
member who has made an outstand-
ing contribution to the University in 
the area of technology and service. 
Akins ’00, M.S. ’10, was the recipi-
ent. He leads the college tech team, 
manages technology support of all 
nursing faculty and staff, serves on 
the college’s information technology 
committee, and still devotes many 
hours in the Nursing Simulation Lab. 

It was a great day for MCN and 
we are not only proud of all of our 
award recipients, but we are also 
proud to be part of Illinois State  
University! 

MCN held a special luncheon in honor of Kathleen Hogan

Isaac Akins and  
MyoungJin Kim

Bell Ringing Ceremony at Founders Day
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Alumni notes
The following notes are from May 2013- 
April 2014.
1952
Alice (Kumler) Deavers retired after working 57 years! 
She worked at BroMenn for 54 years and three years for a 
local OB/GYN. 

1969
Charla (Wyse) Roth is Division of Nursing chair at Iowa 
Wesleyan College in Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. 

1973
Patricia Galbraith recently retired as a nurse executive 
and home heath consultant.  

1981
Mark Pelletier appeared in a 30-second commercial spot 
for MCN, which was aired in the Chicagoland area during 
the Illinois State football and basketball games. The video 
is also on the MCN homepage. 

1991
Tammy (Koehler) Koszyk works at the Digestive Disease 
Endoscopy Center and is a certified gastroenterology RN. 
She married Dr. Phil Koszyk on August 5, 2012. 

1993
Linda Shambaugh retired from St. Mary’s Hospital in 
Decatur after 25 years of service. She started as an L.P. N. 
in 1988, worked on adult and child/adolescent behavioral 
health units, and attained certification from ANCC. She 
now enjoys sewing/embroidery/quilting machine proj-
ects. 

1994
Sally Jo (Gourley) Martin works at Santa Barbara Cottage 
Hospital in California. She married Brian Martin on June 
26, 2009, and gave birth to Margaret “Maggie” Ruth Marie 
Martin on November 26, 2012. 

1995
Kristi (Neputy) Smith is a Family Nurse Practitioner for 
a neurosurgeon at Barrow Neurosurgical Associates in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

2002
Jeffery Pecoraro was appointed to the ANA Code of Eth-
ics Revision Panel-Advisory Committee. 

2004
Erica (Bond) Spangler completed her Family Nurse Prac-
titioner degree at the University of Illinois in Peoria. She 
accepted a position within the Comprehensive Epilepsy 
Center at the Illinois Neurological Institute at OSF Saint 
Francis Medical Center in Peoria, where she has worked 

for the past seven years as a registered nurse. She and  
her husband, Bryce, live in Washburn and have three 
children. 

Ann Sparks, B.S.N. ’04, M.S.N. ’12 accepted a position at 
the SIU School of Medicine Division of Neurosurgery in 
Springfield. She is credentialed with both St. Johns Hospi-
tal and Memorial Medical Center. 

2009
Jenn (Grieder) Ford received her M.S.N. from St. Francis 
Medical Center College of Nursing, and completed the 
Clinical Nurse Specialist program in family-child nursing. 
She is the assistant patient care manager of general pedi-
atrics at the Children’s Hospital of Illinois. 

Jesika Moore, M.S.N. ’09, is program director for Ashland 
Family Health Center in Chicago. 

Elaine Smith won the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
New Careers in Nursing essay contest in January 2013. 
Her essay, Realizing the Dream, is on the NCIN website 
and Facebook page. 

2010
Lee (Murrin) Arnould works in ICU at KSB hospital in 
Dixon. She has started the Adult Nurse Practitioner pro-
gram at Northern Illinois University.  

Ryan Deushane is enrolled in anesthesia school at Clark-
son College in Omaha, Nebraska.

Jacki Lill is a traveling nurse working in Pueblo, Colo-
rado, on an advance telemetry stroke unit. 

Maura McDonald earned her Orthopedic Nursing Certifi-
cation and is also a preceptor. She works at Carle Founda-
tion Hospital in Urbana in the emergency department. 

Lauren (Kopec) O’Brien is a surgical/trauma ICU nurse 
at Memorial Medical Center. She is attending Goldfarb 
School of Nursing at Barnes-Jewish Hospital in the M.S.N. 
program, specializing as an acute care nurse practitioner. 

2011
Jana Benjey is a pediatric home health nurse in Livings-
ton, Texas. 

Molly (Giertz) Ford married Trent Ford in August and 
resides in Bryan, Texas. She is a nurse in an oncology unit 
and plans to pursue her BSN to DNP degree. 

Erica (Schick) McQueen married Eric McQueen in Sep-
tember and resides in Hudsonville, Michigan. She worked 
on a cardiac floor at Holland Hospital in Holland,  
Michigan. 

Megan Mills is working at Virginia Commonwealth  
University Medical Center on the stem cell/bone marrow 
transplant unit in Richmond, Virginia. 

Allison Mortenson works on the med/surg floor at Mercy 
Regional Medical Center in Durango, Colorado. 
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Our sympathies go to the family and friends of the following:

’40 Eunice (Bidner) Beetzel passed away April 28, 2014.

’44 Lola (Schertz) Basinger passed away March 3, 2013.

’48 Edith (Harms) Sancken passed away January 14, 2013.

’48 Evelyn (Search) Bussone passed away July 5, 2013.

’53 Laura (Hubbard) Larson passed away January 27, 2013.

’53 Wilma (Marquis) Ulrich passed away May 20, 2012.

’94 Ruth (Beyer) Rudolph passed away December 16, 2012.

In memory...

Holly Parke is working outpatient at the Siteman Cancer 
Center in St. Louis, Missouri. She is also an Oncology 
Certified Nurse. 

Emily Ruedi works in the emergency room at OSF St. 
Joseph Medical Center. She is a trauma nurse specialist, 
a certified wound nurse and is studying to take her certi-
fied emergency nurse test. She plans to pursue a graduate 
degree. 

2012
Christina Block works at Advocate Christ Medical Center 
in Oak Lawn. She is floating to med-surg, cardiac, and 
ortho-neuro floors. 

Emily Briggs works at Memorial Medical Center on the 
psychiatric floor. 

Delia Daly completed her first year at Rush in the OR. 
She mostly does neuro-surgery, but is floated to every spe-
cialty as needed. 

Natalie Fisher works at OSF Saint Francis in Peoria on 
the Adult Medical Specialty Unit. She did an externship 
in this unit, and last summer was shadowed by another 
extern. She is also a preceptor for students, and joined a 
Six Sigma Black Belt team.

Mandy Keneipp works at Advocate BroMenn as a charge 
nurse.  

Alexandra Lelutiu is a traveling nurse. Her first assign-
ment was in the northern part of Washington. In January, 
she went to California, as many people move there for the 
winter season. 

Sarah Maurer works at OSF St. Joseph. 

Jessie (Clark) McKinley works in the medical/surgical 
unit and the critical care unit at OSF St. Luke’s Medical 
Center in Kewanee. She was also trained to be a charge 
nurse. 

Ashley Parks is an RN in Neuro/Trauma ICU at Riverside 
Medical Center. 

Katie Pede accepted a position at Rush Oak Park Hospital 
for its new grad float pool. 

Rachel Rymer works in the neurosurgery unit at North-
western Memorial (now Northwestern Medicine) in Chi-
cago. She is the representative for her entire division in a 
hospital-wide Shared Leadership Committee, the Engage-
ment Taskforce. 

Melissa Wolf works at Edward Hospital in Naperville on 
the medical/surgical floor. 

2013
Katie Beyer accepted a position on the oncology unit at 
The University of Chicago Medical Center. 

Michelle Bruno works in the Adult Surgical Heart Unit at 
Advocate Christ Medical Center. 

Jenna Daugherty works in the NICU at Carle Hospital 
Foundation in Urbana. 

Sadi Dixon works on the med-surg unit at St. Joseph Hos-
pital in Chicago. 

Kathleen Egan works on the neuroscience unit at Advo-
cate Christ Medical Center. She has been accepted to Rush 
University Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse DNP program. 

Liz Gemberling works on the comprehensive care unit 
as a post ICU nurse at OSF St. Joseph Medical Center in 
Bloomington.

Alix Gerringer accepted a position at OSF St. Francis in 
Peoria on the acute surgical unit.  

Kirsten Held works on the Intermediate Care Unit at St. 
John’s Hospital in Springfield. 

Maryam Lopez works on the oncology/hematology unit 
at Vanderbilt University Medical Center. 

Mary Malinowski works on the telemetry/cardiac unit a 
Presence St. Joseph Hospital in Chicago. 

Kelli McCormick works in the ICU at Genesis East Medi-
cal Center. 

Nikki Nowacki accepted an RN position on the monitor 
care unit (an ICU step down unit) at Centegra Hospital in 
McHenry. 

Justine Pugh works on the ortho/neuro floor at OSF St. 
Joseph in Bloomington. 

Kristyn Raetz works in the Neuroscience Intermediate 
Care Unit at OSF Saint Francis Medical Center. 

Rachel Schneider accepted her first RN position at OSF 
St. Francis in Peoria on the surgical acute floor. 

Vicki Stepanek accepted a postpartum unit position at 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital in Chicago. 

Shauna Thompson accepted an RN position in the NICU 
at OSF St. Francis. 

Melissa Waybrant works on the adult behavioral health 
floor at UnityPoint Methodist. 
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MCN hosts Nurses Week
Sleep expert and alumna keynote  
speaker for MCN Nurses Week
Teresa Valerio, M.S.N. ’03, D.N.P., APN, FNP-BC, CBSM, assistant professor and D.N.P. 
program leader at Mennonite College of Nursing and an expert in sleep disorders, was 
the keynote speaker for MCN Nurses Week.

Valerio’s educational presentation, “Improving Sleep Health Across the Lifespan” 
was held on April 22nd and offered 2.5 contact hours from the Ohio Nurses Associa-
tion Approver Unit. She was also the guest speaker for the SNA’s Candlelighting Cer-
emony later that evening, inspiring students to consider opportunities to impact quality 
of care. On April 23 she held a community presentation “Sweet Dreams—How Can You 
Improve Your Sleep.” A reception followed. The McDowell Stafford events were spon-
sored by the Harold K. Sage Foundation Fund, the Illinois State University Foundation, 
the Marion McDowell Stafford Lectureship Series Fund, and MCN. 

Other events during the week included an alumni/student social. The alumni panel 
included Alice Deavers ’52; Rachel Gawthorp, B.S.N. ’92; Katie (Varney) Merila, B.S.N. 

’11 and current student in the FNP program; and Melinda Roth, B.S.N. ’03, M.S.N. ’13. The alumni discussed career 
opportunities, advanced education, graduate assistantships, and what to expect after graduation. 

The week ended with two alumni events. The Golden Jubilee Celebration held on April 25 honored nursing alumni 
whose classes graduated 50 or more years ago. MNAO President Jenifer Patton, B.S.N. ’04, handed out 50-year class 
pins. 

The MNAO awards and reunion banquet was the final event on April 26. Four awards were presented and mile-
stone reunion years recognized. Alumni had the option to tour the Nursing Simulation Lab after the banquet. 

Plans are already being made for MCN Nurses Week in 2015! See the calendar of events on page 22 for a list of 
events.

McDowell Stafford Child and Family lecture at 
the Alumni Center

Teresa Valerio

Laura Mayer and Cristina Evans are students  
who work with Teresa Valerio and her research.

L-R: Tanya Wells, Teresa 
Valerio, Laura Mayer and 
Cristina Evans
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Alumni Student Social – L-R: Rachel Gawthorp, BSN ’92, Melinda Roth, BSN 
’03, MSN ’13, Katie (Varney) Merila, BSN ’11 and Alice (Kumler) Deavers ’52

Spring Candlelighting Ceremony

Golden Jubilee Celebration 

Alumni touring the Nursing Simulation Lab after the banquet

MNAO Awards and Reunion Banquet – Distinguished 
Alumni recipient Deb Stenger with her husband, Steve, 
and their guests Jo and Ron Ropp. 

Alumni Student Social – students enjoyed talking with the alumni 
panel after the event.
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First student/alumni mix and mentor event
Nursing students gathered April 10 at the Alumni Center looking very professional, as if they were getting ready for a 
job interview. As they were waiting for everyone to arrive, they chatted about their resumes and where they were going 
to apply for jobs.

A few months before, they had been invited to attend the first alumni/student event in Naperville to network with 
Mennonite College of Nursing alumni about job opportunities, their employment experiences, and tips for getting jobs 

in the area. The students boarded a shuttle bus. Alumni Relations 
Executive Director Doris Groves ’81 rode along. Alumni Relations 
and Star Uniforms sponsored the transportation, while Advocate 
Health Care sponsored the location and catering.

Meanwhile, MCN Director of Development Jenny Ward and 
Dean Janet Krejci traveled to Naperville with local alums to set 
up at Maggiano’s Little Italy restaurant with the help of Chicago-
land alumni. They expected around 20 alumni from the Chicago 
area to attend and mentor the students about finding jobs.

As the students and alumni arrived, they immediately started 
connecting and getting 
to know each other. The 
alums ranged from the 
class of 1954 to the class 
of 2013, and many in 

between. They worked at several Advocate hospitals (Christ and Lutheran 
General), as well as at Rush, Northwestern-Lurie Hospital, Edwards Hospital, 
Northwestern Community, St. Joseph’s Presence, OSF Healthcare, schools, 
outpatient centers, and long-term care facilities.

Advocate Health Care Systems human resources representative John 
Howlett answered student questions about applying and interviewing with 
Advocate.

“This was our inaugural event to bring students to the Chicago area to 
network with alumni,” MCN Dean Janet Krejci said. “We could not have done 
this without the incredible support from Advocate Health Care, Star Uniforms, 
and Alumni Relations. We plan to continue hosting student and alumni networking events in the future.”

As the event came to a close, students were still 
talking with the alums and contact information was 
exchanged. “Seeing our students and alumni connect-
ing was so rewarding,” Ward said. “The variety of 
nursing professionals that attended this event dem-
onstrated to the students the progression of a career 
and how a nurse can transition through many settings 
over the course of a lifetime. The alums expressed 
passion for the field of nursing and their nursing edu-
cation.”

Students at the Alumni Center

John Howlett of Advocate Health Care Systems 
talked with alumni and students.

Alumni and students at the first mix and mentor event
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Student and faculty honors and awards
The following awards were presented at the commencement  
ceremony in December 2013. 

Dr. Herman Tiedeman Memorial Award 
Kaylene Becker

Alumni Award for Clinical Excellence Award 
Katie Alex

Senior Excellence Award 
Desirae Hunsley

Kathleen A. Hogan Teaching Excellence Award 
Cathi Kaesberg

Geriatric Nursing Excellence Award 
Lila Fehr

The following awards were presented at the commencement  
ceremony in May 2014.

Dr. Herman Tiedeman Memorial Award 
Karina Ruiz

Senior Excellence Award 
Joshua Schlagel

Geriatric Nursing Excellence Award 
Sarah Kutz

RN/BSN Outstanding Achievement Award 
Ania Peek

Accelerated Outstanding Achievement Award 
Kevin Lee

Outstanding Graduate Student Achievement Award 
Joni Schenkel

Alumni Award for Clinical Excellence 
Sara Gorham

Kathleen A. Hogan Teaching Excellence Award 
Dianne Clemens

Graduate Program Teaching Excellence Award 
Denise Wilson

NCLEX Pass Rate
The official pass rate for the 110 MCN students taking  
the NCLEX in 2013 was 97 percent! This is remarkable  
in and of itself but even more so because the passing  
standards were raised this past year. For 2013, the 
national passing rate dropped to 83 percent and the state 
of Illinois rate dropped to 85 percent. That means our 
MCN students ranked 14 percentage points higher than 
the national average and 12 percent above the average for 
Illinois. We must thank faculty members Cathi Kaesberg, 
Gail Petro, and Blanca Miller who drive the Success Plan 
and mentor students through this process. 

2014-15 SNA Officers: L-R Jamie Kreisman, Marnie Johnson, Spencer Simp-
son, Amanda Parson
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Baccalaureate degree 
December 2013
Areola, Klaudia
Alex, Katie  
Becker, Kaylene
Beyer, Katie
Bruehl, Emily
Bruno, Michelle
Bunton, Amelia
Burke, Maddie
Busch, Kimberly
Daugherty, Jenna
Duboff, Gabrielle
Egan, Kathleen
Fehr, Lila
Furio, Carli
Genereux, Kimberley
Gerringer (Lee), Alixandra
Getchell, Kaitlyn
Gouskos, Carissa
Heim, Courtney
Held, Kirsten
Henderson, Sean
Hoefert, Abigail
Hunsley, Desirae
Klawitter, Laura
Klingaman, Bailey
Larson, Christine
Lee, Rachel
Leppert, Melissa
Lercher, Desirae
Long, Samantha
Lopez, Maryam
Maher, Jamie
McCrary, Angela
McGrath, Maricolette
McMillan, Lanie
Michaels, Rachel
Milas, Laura
Motton, Whitney
Mulville, Sheila
Norton, Lauren
Novak, Carly
Nowacki, Nicole
Oduyale, Alexis
Patton, Casey
Raetz, Kristyn
Rolando, Erin
Saltzman, Taylor
Schild, Leah
Schneider, Rachel
Steffen, Mallory
Stepanek, Victoria
Thompson, Shauna
Tonkin, Maggie
Travis, Karen
Vinyard, Casey
Walters, Andrew
West, Kaylee

Wilhelmi, Justin
Zitella, Stephanie
Zykwa, Nikki

Baccalaureate degree 
May 2014
Ashbrook, Brittany
Benejam, Chloe
Benson, Kristy
Brenneisen, Rebecca
Brinkman, Kari
Bulthuis, Jillian
Byrd, Tatum
Canto, Edmark
Cantwell, Emily
Casanova, Alyssa
Connolly, Theresa
Corron, Marissa
Depa, Hannah
Donahue, Meghan
Doyle, Emily
Finegan, Teresa
Goetten, Cori
Gorham, Sara
Hagedorn, Ashley
Heil, Kraig
Holman, Heather
Houser, Audrey
Hulfachor, Benjamin
Hutton, Cally
Kalkofen, Kelly
Kara, Katherine
Kauck, Emily
Kauffman, Hannah
Kinate, Elizabeth
Kolquist, Madeline
Krebs, Alexandria
Kutz, Sarah
Lampe, Brianna
Marquardt, Peter
Massa, Katie
McDonald, Lindsey
McGill, Erin
McReady, Josh
Medrano, Claudia
Monahan (Moore), Mallory
Montgomery, Rachel
Murdaugh, Katherine
Nehls, Jennifer
Neubeck, Mary
Noonan, Bethany
Onderisin, Laken
Pecha, Natalie
Peri, Gina
Pettigrew, Briana
Pfister, Anne
Price, Michelle
Pyles (Skaggs), Karlee
Raymond, Rachel

Ronzia, Julianne
Rossi, John
Ruiz, Karina
Saegebrecht, Alyssa
Sawyer, Garrett
Schlagel, Joshua
Schluntz, Kelsey
Schoen, Andrea
Schout, Victoria
Sigg, Elise
Sliwicki, Nicole
Stec, Rachel
Steiner, Kara
Summers, Myranda
Swanson, Katie
Threewit, Laura
Tinervia, Lauren
Trezise, Kristin
Vella, Danielle
Wallace, Marianne
Wheeler, Lindsey
Wildman, Elisa
Zayner, Nicole
Zvolner, Carly

Master’s degree 
May 2014  
Family nurse practitioner
Atchison, Christine
Bane, Molly
Cler, Paige
Derrick, Kathy
Endress, Dianne
Holthaus, Shannon
Maas (Andrew), Sarah
Paul, Kristin
Peters, Jessica
Piagentini, Danielle
Pigman (Parks), Yvette
Powell, April
Robb, Daniah
Robbins (Shirk), Samantha
Rocke, Christie
Russell, John
Ryan, Rhonda
Wackt, Amanda
Ways (Kneer), Brenton

Family Nurse Practitioner 
Certificate
Cobb-Shields, Desha
Mool, Jenn

Nursing systems  
administration
Ginther, Ronda
Noffke, Karen
Schenkel, Joni
Schnake, Tammy

Doctoral degree 
May 2014 
Doctor of Philosophy  
in nursing
Bonney, Leigh Ann
Haras, Mary
Jenkins, Debra
Schwindenhammer,  

Theresa

Baccalaureate degree 
August 2014 

Accelerated B.S.N. 
Baxter, Matt
Bruinius, Adam
Forbes, Kate
Gillan, Lorra
Guenther, Donna
Heath, Julie
Lee, Kevin
Martin, Kendra
Nelson - Parola, Lela
O’Brien (Huffstutler), Dory
Peterson, Andrea
Schumann, Cassie
Sepiol, Andrew
Sorey, Lisa
Turner (Hamlow), Erica
Venturini, Jessica
White, Anne-Marie

RN/B.S.N. 
Angell, Earlene
Boggs, Leanna
Brothers, Lindsey
Cox, Michelle
Hamilton (King), Emily
Hamilton, Kara
Lacey, Christine
McCoy, Heidi
Paolello, Andi
Peek, Anna
Rembusch, Jennifer
Smock, Sarah
Torres, Armnado
Twardowski, Katherine
Wade, Gregory
Wallace, Kendall
Wardlow, Renee

2013–2014 graduates
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Congratulations to the class of 2014!
The education you just completed at Illinois State provides the strong roots you will need to truly blossom in your 
careers. We encourage you to continue your education through graduate programs and other continuing education pro-
grams. We are here to help you continue your success in the nursing profession.

You are now part of our wonderful Alumni Network. We hope to see you at events, network with current students 
and give back to your alma mater. Go MCN Redbird Nurses!

The green stoles represent students who traveled to Brazil. RN-BSN graduates

Class of 2014

Graduates from the Ph.D. in Nursing Program
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Redbird nurse cares for Redbird patient
There will be a time in your life when you will need a nurse.

Jimmy Rosasco ’13 knew he was going to have surgery, but he had no idea who his nurse would be at Loyola Uni-
versity Medical Center. When his family found out his nurse was an alum of Mennonite College of Nursing, it gave 
them a sense of relief—a Redbird taking care of a fellow Redbird.

Jimmy knew five years ago that he was going to need orthognathic jaw surgery, even after having braces and two 
expanders. He had to be put into braces six months before the surgery and had many appointments and tests before-
hand. This surgery entails cutting out the upper teeth and gum area/upper jaw, shaving part of the sinus cavities and 

bone to realign, breaking the bottom jaw to fit into the new position of the upper jaw, and 
then screwing them together.

Jimmy’s surgery in February 2013 took seven hours, and there were complications. His left 
upper jaw continued to bleed, so the decision was made to keep him intubated and uncon-
scious for an extra day and a half.

“He did not look good after the surgery,” said his mother, Trisha Rosasco. “He was 
extremely swollen, his mouth filled with gauze, a ventilator in his nose, tubes coming out of 
his mouth, and a compression bandage around his entire face, pushing the swollen area even 
more into the cheeks.”

The second day was long and excruciating 
for the family. It took from 6 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
to get him off the ventilator.

His nurse, Jennifer Mangiantini, B.S.N. ’07, 
took unbelievable care of him through it all. She 
also helped family members with their anxiety, 

accommodating his parents and sisters while he was in the ICU.
“She was extremely calm and kept me from losing it. Having a child, 

even though he was 22, on a ventilator looking so helpless and uncom-
fortable is the worst feeling I have known to date,” Trisha said. 

 “She gave exemplary care to our son. She made sure he did what he 
needed to do, and I appreciated how she handled herself and how she 
spoke with and cared for my son,” Trisha said. “We should have known 
she was an Illinois State alum because of how capable and intelligent she 
was.”

When Jimmy could finally talk and comprehend where he was, he 
found out both he and Jennifer were Redbirds. He was released from the 
hospital and although he is still healing, he feels great.

“I look forward to visiting Jen in the future as a fellow alum, instead of 
a patient,” he said.

Jennifer told the family that nurses see their patients at their worst in 
the ICU unit, and rarely get to see the good outcomes.

“I haven’t seen this type of post-operative patient before because his 
complications were so rare,” she said. “I’m happy Jimmy’s recovery is 
going well, and it will be nice to see him and his family again.”

Illinois State alumni Jimmy Rosasco ’13 and Jennifer 
Mangiantini, B.S.N. ’07

Rosasco after surgery
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Nursing librarian Diane Mather retiring
A longtime friend and colleague of Mennonite College of Nursing, Diane Mather, is 
retiring from Milner Library at Illinois State University.

Mather is the librarian for nursing, as well as the departments of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders, Family and Consumer Sciences, and Health Sciences.

Mather began her MCN career in the summer of 1991, when the college library 
moved from the lower level of Troyer Hall to the Physicians Office Building (then was 
renamed the Education Center) on Chestnut Street in Bloomington. When the college 
became part of Illinois State, Mather joined Milner Library.

“Diane has been instrumental in ensuring excellence for the college. Students and 
faculty have found her assistance to be invaluable. She has worked tirelessly for MCN 
to obtain important resources,” MCN Dean Janet Krejci said. “The students, faculty, 
and staff at MCN and across the University are going to miss her when she retires. Her 
23-year career with MCN and Illinois State is very much appreciated.”

“I feel fortunate to have been with Mennonite College of Nursing during the last 23 
years, as it has been a remarkable journey,” Mather said. “Along the way, I continued 
to be impressed by the dedication and hard work of its administrators, faculty, and 
staff. Not only do they promote caring and compassion in the classroom, they demon-
strate it in their personal lives.

“I have gained much from this incredible group of people. The students have also 
been my teachers. I feel honored to have been a part of their lives by working with them, frequently through times of 
struggle, self-doubt and even tears, only to see them grow and graduate with hope and confidence,” Mather said. “It has 
been a wonderful experience.”

Diane Mather

Director of Development Jenny Ward shared historical documents at the 
Golden Jubilee Celebration.

Share your story!
We are gathering stories for our website, publications, 
and the 100th anniversary. If you would like to submit  
a story for consideration, please contact MCN. 

E-mail: amirvin@IllinoisState.edu
Illinois State University—MCN
Attention: Amy Irving
Campus Box 5810
Normal, IL 61790-5810
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2013-2014 event highlights

September 23—SNA members participated in the Heart Walk. October 4—Alumni Day Luncheon

October 5—Homecoming Social at Nursing Simulation Lab
October 5—Homecoming Parade - SNA

October 5—Dave and Karen Magers at 
Homecoming Tailgate

February 16—Play for Kay (Pink) Reception

Faculty, staff, students, alumni, and friends participated in several events throughout the year.  
Below are some highlights of events held during the 2013-2014 school year. 
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February 27—Spring 2014 Xi Pi Sigma Theta Tau Induction 
Ceremony

March 19—Congressman Davis and his wife, Shannon visit the NSL.

April 1—MCN Students at the 2014 Student Nurse Political Action Day in 
Springfield

March 17—America’s Promise students participate in Pepperidge School 
Fitness Fair.

April 27—MCN student athletes reception at NSL
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Calendar of events–save the date!
Fall 2014
August 18 Classes begin

September 11 Scholarship Banquet

September 13 Family Day

October 3 Alumni Day

October 4 Homecoming activities

November 2  Fall Xi Pi induction ceremony

TBD  Fall Candlelighting

December 4 MCN holiday celebration

December 13 Winter commencement

Spring 2015
January 12 Classes begin

February 19 Illinois State University Founders Day

Week of April 20  MCN Nurses Week will include the McDowell Stafford Lectures,  
spring candlelighting, a student/alumni social event, and alumni events. 

April 24  Golden Jubilee celebration 

April 25  MNAO awards and reunion banquet

May 6–12 National Nurses Week

May 8  Spring commencement

For more information about MCN events, visit Nursing.IllinoisState.edu.

Visit Homecoming.IllinoisState.edu

Like us on Facebook!

Mennonite College of Nursing  
at Illinois State

View more photos on the MCN  
Flickr account!

Nursing.IllinoisState.edu and  
scroll down to the bottom and  
click the Flickr button.
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Undergraduate programs
Traditional B.S.N. 
Students who want a traditional four-year program are now directly admitted into the major 
from high school or may transfer into the program from other colleges.

Accelerated B.S.N. 
Students who completed a non-nursing bachelor’s degree can earn a B.S.N. in 15 months.

Online RN to B.S.N.  
Current RN’s can select either a full-time or part-time plan of study.

Graduate programs
Clinical nurse leader (CNL) 
Prepares graduates to function as leaders within complex health care environments and 
emphasizes nursing leadership.

Family nurse practitioner (FNP)  
Prepares graduates to function in an advanced practice role for direct health care services  
that integrate preventive and self-care measures.

Post-master’s FNP certificate 
Prepares individuals who already hold a master’s degree in nursing to become licensed and  
to practice as family nurse practitioners.

Online Nursing systems administration (NSA) 
Prepares students to function at executive levels. Specialty courses are offered online to  
allow the working nurse the opportunity to complete the degree with a flexible schedule.

Doctoral programs
Online Doctor of Nursing Practice (D.N.P.) 
Prepares nurses with a blend of clinical, organizational, economic, health care improvement, 
and leadership skills to serve as clinical and administrative leaders in health care systems.

Ph.D. in nursing 
Prepares nurses to serve the public by designing and conducting research on relevant clinical, 
educational, health systems, and health policy topics.

Nursing.IllinoisState.edu



Alumni updates
We welcome updates from alumni for The Flame. We want to know about your activities, career news, family news,  
and other significant activities (weddings, births, honors and awards, promotions, changes in employment, personal 
accomplishments, etc.). We will also submit your information to Illinois State magazine. Please return this form to  
Illinois State University, MCN Public Relations Office, Campus Box 5810, Normal, IL 61790-5810, or email  
amirvin@IllinoisState.edu. Thank you for sharing your news!

Name  Date

Maiden name (if applicable)  Class year

Mailing address

City State ZIP

Phone Email

Present occupation/Employer

News/Comments

 

(                   )

Mennonite College of Nursing
Campus Box 5810
Normal, IL 61790-5810
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